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Executive Summary 

The Lower Duwamish Waterway (LDW), located in Seattle, Washington, was added to the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) National Priorities List (Superfund) on September 13, 2001.  

Contaminants of concern (COCs) found in waterway sediments include polychlorinated biphenyls 

(PCBs), polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), mercury and other metals, and phthalates.  These 

COC’s may pose threats to people, fish, and wildlife. 

In December 2000, EPA and the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) entered into an 

agreement with King County, the Port of Seattle, the City of Seattle, and The Boeing Company (Boeing), 

collectively referred to as the Lower Duwamish Waterway Group to conduct a Remedial Investigation 

(RI) and Feasibility Study (FS) of sediment contamination in the LDW to assess potential risks to human 

health and the environment and to evaluate cleanup alternatives.  EPA is the lead agency for the RI/FS.  

Ecology is the lead agency for controlling ongoing sources of contamination to the LDW, in cooperation 

with the City of Seattle, King County, the Port of Seattle, the City of Tukwila, and EPA. 

On September 13, 2001, EPA added the LDW to the National Priorities List.  This is EPA’s list of 

hazardous waste sites that warrant further investigation and cleanup under Superfund.  Ecology added the 

site to the Washington State Hazardous Sites List on February 26, 2002. 

Phase 1 of the RI/FS, published in July 2003, used existing data to provide an understanding of the nature 

and extent of chemical distributions in the LDW, provide a preliminary assessment of potential human 

health and ecological risks, identify information needs, and identify high priority areas for cleanup (“early 

action areas”).  Early Action Area 4 (EAA-4) is one of seven EAAs identified by EPA and Ecology.  A 

summary of information pertinent to sediment recontamination at EAA-4 is presented in Summary of 

Existing Information and Identification of Data Gaps (E&E 2007), which serves as the basis for the 

source control actions described in this Source Control Action Plan (Action Plan).  

Section 1 of this Action Plan describes the LDW site, the strategy for source control, and the 

responsibilities of the public agencies involved in source control for the LDW.  Section 2.0 of this Action 

Plan provides a summary of background information on EAA-4, including a description of the properties 

within the drainage, chemicals of concern to EAA-4 sediments, which consist primarily of PCBs, 

phthalates, PAHs, and metals; and potential migration pathways.  It should be noted that although this 

Action Plan focuses on these COCs, other chemicals that could result in sediment recontamination will be 

addressed in the source control process as sources are identified.  Section 3 provides an overview of 

potential sources of contaminants that may affect EAA-4 sediments, including upland facilities adjacent 

to EAA-4, groundwater, stormwater, bank erosion, and atmospheric deposition.  Section 3 also describes 

actions planned or currently underway to control potential sources of contaminants.  Sections 4 and 5 

describe monitoring and tracking/reporting activities, respectively. 

Table ES-1 lists the source control actions that have been identified for EAA-4.  This table includes a 

brief description of the potential contaminant sources (including onsite and adjacent properties), planned 

source control action items, and parties involved in source control actions for each property or task. 
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